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tionality of those laws, Where con- 
fronted with those laws in person, I 
shall resist them. If the refusal to abide 
by segregation statutes mean imprison- 
ment, I shall choose prison, If it means 
death, I can say only that my brothers 
and cousins are facing death every day. 
If I am not ready to give my life yet, I 
will leave the South where I was born 
and reared and find some spot in re- 
gional exile where I may still attack 
again and again such laws and cus- 
toms. If my country is finally con- 
quered by a national tide of prejudice 
which makes it impossible for me to 
breathe a free air, I will leave my coun- 
try and find a new asylum, in the best 
tradition of the pioneers who helped 
to found America, For them there can 
be no compromise with discrimination. 

I intend to do my part through the 
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power of persuasion, by spiritual re- 
sistance, by the power of my pen, and 
by inviting violence upon my own 
body. For what is life itself without 
the freedom to walk proudly before 
God and man and so glorify creation 
through the genius of self-expression? 

I intend to help destroy segregation 
by positive and embracing methods. 
When my brothers try to draw a circle 
to exclude me, I shall draw a larger 
circle to include them, When they 
speak out for the privileges of a puny 
group, I shall shout for the rights of all 
mankind. I shall neither supplicate, 
threaten nor cajole my country or her 
people. With humility but with pride 
I shall offer one small life, whether in 
a foxhole or wheatfield, for whatever 
it is worth, to fulfill the prophecy that 
all men are created equal. 
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ism than speeches by agitators, or radi- 
cal newspapers and pamphlets. The 
seeds of discord would fail on barren 
ground if the masses had some reason-” 
able hope for early improvement of 
their miserable condition. 

The average human being, by na- 
ture, is rather conservative. He is satis- 
fied with a fruga: existence offering 
him a fair opportunity of improving 
his lot. He abhors revolution and vio- 
lence, He wants to worship God, raise 
a family and pursue hobbies, undis- 
turbed by political and economic up- 
sets. 

A German playwright of the 90’s 
had one of his characters say, in effect, 
that “after a warm supper, I can resist 
all temptations.” Allowing for obvious 
exaggeration, there is much truth in 
that remark. A fair measure of eco- 
nomic security is a powerful bulwark 
against revolutionary doctrines. 

A body weakened by starvation of- 
fers little resistance, not only to the 
germs that cause physical disease, but 
to those that undermine spiritual, 
moral, intellectual integrity. The Holy 





Index 
May, 1945, to October, 1945 
Page 
Ads of Another Era........................ May 52 
Alaska, War Discovers..................-- Jly.. 10 
Land of Opportunity.................... Jly. 10 
Alcoholics Anonymous on Broad- 
way May 79 
Aswes. Jne., 8; Jly., 53; Aug., 
92; Sep. 30 


Atrocities, What About?................ Oct. 12 


THE CATHOLIC DIGEST 





October 


Father has repeatedly reminded the 
world of this truth. Its recognition 
should help us perceive the immeas- 
urably wider aspects of the efforts to 
bring material relief to Europe’s mil- 
lions. 


Feeding the hungry, clothing the ~ 


naked, and sheltering the homeless do 
far more than alleviate bodily suffer- 
ings. Works of mercy strengthen the 
defenses of mind and soul against at- 
tacks of insidious forces that exploit 
human suffering for sinister purposes. 
Those forces cannot be stopped by 
wailing and denouncing or by militant 
defiance. They can be halted only by 
clear recognition of the causes from 
which they arise and by determination 
to remove such causes. If the com- 
munism that threatens to sweep Eu- 
rope is, in the main, a “communism 
of the stomach,” then the method of 
battling it is obvious, It ought to be 
obvious even to politicians in our coun- 
try who denounce communism yet in- 
dulge in loud lamentations over every 
side of beef and bag of sugar that we 
ship across the seas to the starving. 
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